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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father in Gop, 


Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 


My L 0 155 : 


[ Preached the following SERM oN 


by your Command, and you 
was pleaſed, more than once, to 


order me to print it. I have obeyed 
your LoRDSHIT in this alſo; and 
: ſincerely wiſh the Publication may 

anſwer the principal Aim and Intent 


A 2 e . 


DEDICATION. 
of it; the Promotion, my Loxp, 
of 50 and unaffected Piety and 


Virtue among all who profeſs and 
call themſelves Chriſtians, 1 am, 
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My Lors, 
Your Lozpsnir's | 


| Moſt dutiful humble Servant 


E. SHAKESPEAR, 
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7 Tim. ii. 19. 


Let every one that nameth the Nane 
of Chriſt depart from Iniquity. 


AIS hard to ſay, whether there be 
greater Wickedneſs, or Weak- 
_ neſs, in maintaining that the 
Chriſtian Religion is a Divine 


Inſtitution, which ſets Men free from all 
| Obligations to moral Duties. But early, it 
| ſhould ſeem, were ſuch Opinions entertained 
by ſome Men, built probably upon the 
Boctrines of the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
the firſt Teachers of it. St. Fames, we 
find, calls the Goſpel the perfect Law of 
Liberty - and St. Paul exhorts Chriſtians to 
Rand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Jeſus 
Chriſt had made them free. From ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe, innocently miſtaken 
by ſome, or perverſely interpreted by others, 
a wild Notion aroſe in many, that, as 
_ Chriſtians, they neither were, nor could hy 
ſubject to the civil Magiſtrate, nor Servants 
to any Maſter: And hence we hear Paul _ 


[6] 


and Peter earneſtly oppoſing this Error, by 


often reminding Servants of the Duty they 
owed to their Maſters, and by directing all 
Chriſtians in general to pay all dutiful Obe- 
dience to the Powers in being, and not to 


uſe their Ä as a Cloak of Maliciouſ- | 


Hes. - -- 
OTHERS, in later Ages, carried this No- 
tion farther, and contended for a general 


Liberty to neglect all Kinds of moral Duties. 
The Goſpel, they thought, was the free 
Grace of God, offering Salvation to all Men 


without any Conditions on our Part; with- 


out requiring any moral Qualifications mn 
us to make us worthy of the Divine Fa- 


vour, or fit to be Partakers of the TOR 
Hlappineſ promiſed by Chriſtianity. 
Tux ſtrict Obſervance of Morality is 


the Source and Support of all the © = 


neſs we can hope to enjoy at preſent, and 

a neceſſary Condition of obtaining that 

which we expect hereafter. No Wonder 

| therefore, while ſuch Opinions prevailed, 
and Practices ſuitable to them, if the Name = 


| of God was blaſphemed in the World. 


Nor in theſe Reſpects, doubtleſs, was 
Chriſtianity called the Doctrine or Law of 

Liberty; tho', upon other Accounts, it 

| highly deſerved the Title: As it freed the 

| Fews from that Yoke of Ceremonies which 


Was almoſt intolerably. heavy; and as It 


freed 
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freed all, both Few and Gentile, from the 


ſtill heavier Yoke of a vicious and debauched i 
Life and Converſation. 


For there is nothing more true e than the 


Stoical Paradox, That every wicked Man is 
a Slave. And, agreeably to this excellent 


Apothegm, our Saviour tells us, 7? ſhall f 
know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall make 


you free; and St, Paul, in ſeveral Paſſages, 


chuſes to repreſent a State of Sin as a State 


of Slavery, And, ſurely, with the greateſt 
Propriety and Juſtice imaginable. For 
Vice is the hardeſt Maſter in the World; 
its Demands are endleſs, and its Defires in- 
ſatiable. So that he who undertakes to 
ſerve Sin, can neper finiſh his Work. And 
this Servitude has one peculiar Aggravation, "I 
that a Man can never eſcape from it, or 
the Hardſhips attending it; becauſe every 


wicked Man is a Slave to himſelf, and his 
own Tormentor. 


Gop be thanked, the fooliſh Opinions of : 


Chriſtianity, I have mentioned, are now 
vaniſhed and gone. Few or none advance 
or defend them in Books or Converſation. 
But yet one cannot but think, tho' theſe 
Extravagancies are not openly ſupported, 


that the poiſonous Principle {till lurks and 


exerts itſelf in the Hearts of Men. For 
however orthodox the Generality of Chri- 
ſtians 00 be 1 in i their Opinions and Tenets, 


it 


181 


it muſt be owned, to our Shame and Con- 


fuſion, that their Lives are heretical; and 


that a bad Life is the worſt Hereſy in Re- 


ligion. The Conduct of moſt Chriſtians is 
ſo viſibly unſuitable to the Rules of their 
Profeſſion, that it makes it neceſſary for the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to treat Men as 

Babes, to feed them with Milk inſtead of 


ſtrong Meat, and often to inculcate, often 


to remind them of the plaineſt, the firſt 
and fundamental Principles of their oo 


gion; even to tell them, and formally 


prove to them, that it is the Duty of 5 
one that nameth the Name of Cora to wo ach | 


rom Iniquity. 


more pertinent to this Occaſion, if, 


Firſt, Japply, in a particular Manner, 


the Chriſtian Obligation of departing 
from Iniquity to that Order of Men 
to which J have the Honour and Hap- 


pinels | to belong. 


Axp, Secondly, endeavour to expoſe and ; 

remove a Prejudice in the Minds of 
the Laity ; which not only affects our 
own Characters, but ſeems to have fatal 


- Infinenors upon Chriſtianity itſelf, 
Fir, 


To this Taſk my Subject would now 
lead me, and I a gladly diſcharge it. 
But as 1 land before a mix'd Audience of 

Clergy and Laity, I may be thought to ſpeak : 


[ 9 ] 


Firſt, 1 ſhall apply, in a particular 
Manner, the Chriſtian Obligation of de- 
parting from Iniquity to that Order of 
Men to which I have the Honour and 
Happineſs to belong. . 
I say Honour, not only upon account 
of our near Relation to Chriſt our Head, 
(tho' in this we may, and ought chiefly to 
rejoice) but becauſe no Chriſtian Church, 
ſince the glorious Day of our Reformation, 
hath produced more Men of diſtinguiſhed 
Piety and Learning, and all Accompliſn- 
ments which can adorn our Profeſſion, 
and make us acceptable Servants to God 
and Man, than ours hath. The Clergy of 


tis Church have not only been equal to 


others in all Parts of ſacred Learning, as 
eminent and uſeful Expoſitors of the holy 
Volumes, and as powerful Preachers of 
ſound Doctrine; but few are the Branches 
of polite Literature in general which they 
have not touched upon, and in which they 
have not excelled; and, indeed, which are 
not indebted, for many of their Improve 
ments, to their Care and Cultivation, So. 
that if the Merits and Titles of Anceſtors 
are allowed, in common Eſteem, to derive 
Honour and Luſtre upon their Deſcendants, . 


and even an undeſerving Poſterity, why 


| thall not the Lives and Labours of our ſpi- 
3 ritual! 


Fe). 


ritual Forefathers be admitted to reflect a 

few Rays of Glory upon us who follow | 
them in the ſame Work of the Miniſtry ? 
And why have not we Reaſon to boaſt 
and rejoice, that we are e Clergymen of the 
Church of England; . 

Axp I eſteem it a Happineſs to be a 
Member of this Body, becauſe the ſeveral 
Duties of the paſtoral Function cannot but 
be a happy and defirable Employment to a 
good Man; as it conſiſts in doing Good to 

all Men by all the charitable Offices imagi- 
nable; by comforting the Sick, inſtructing. 
1 Ignorant, reforming the Vicious, and 
encouraging the Good; by adminiſtring | 


the Bread of Life, and the Baptiſm of Re- 


pentance, and committing the Dead to the 
Duſt from which they were taken. So 


that if the World were diſpoſed to compli- 


ment us, it might be ſaid, Bleſſed be ye of 


the Lord for your Kindueſſes to the Dead and 
o the Living. 


Bur whatever 1 may think of” us; 
| baſe and contemptible is the Man who is 


aſhamed of ſuch a Relation, or ſuch an 


Employment: And baſer Rill, if he is not 

animated by theſe Conſiderations to adorn 
bis Station by a punctual and conſcientions = 
' Diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties en 28 
long | Wh. 


Ano; 
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AND, among theſe, we cannot but ac 


knowledge, that our Profeſſion, as Chriſti- 


ans, engages us, as ſtrongly at leaſt as it 
does others, to depart from Iniquity, and 


to live openly and viſibly in the Practice of 
all thoſe Leſſons of Religion which we 
conſtantly teach and preſs upon other Men. 


If our Friends or our Enemies can juſtly 


charge and reproach us with a great Defi- 
ciency in Chriſtian Duties, we can have 
little to ſay for ourſelves; and nothing can 
belong to us but Confuſion of Face and 
Silence, inferring Guilt. Certainly we can 
have no Pretenſions to excuſe ourſelves from 
any one Duty which Chriſtianity lays upon 
its Followers: The World is rather inclined 
to think, that we are under greater aud 
higher Obligations than other Men. 


Brsipks, it is neceſſary to remind Cler- 


gymen, that Holineſs of Life is the only 
Thing which can create a real Reverence 
to their Characters. The World ſeldom 
reaſons well, or judges a- right in any thing. 
It has been true from the Beginning of it, 
that Riches and Power claimed, and always . 
had a Regard paid to them above what, ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, they could ever poſſi- 
bly deſerve: And Poverty and Diſtreſs, if 
they have ſometimes the good Fortune to 
meet with Pity, were never yet allowed to 
„ be Proper Candidates for Reverence and 


B 5 Eſteem. 


[12] 5 
Eſteem. The high Stations and large 


Incomes of many Men ſerve, in ſome Sort, 


as an Excuſe for their Vices: The World 


dares not at leaſt openly treat their Charac- 
ters with the Scorn they deſerve. But few 
of us enjoy Advantages capable of raiſing 
Envy; many, I am ſure, ſcarce enough to 
ſecure them from Contempt. So that in 
general, nothing but an unblameable Life 
and Converſation is left us to preſerve our 
Credit and Authority among Men: And 


without ſome Share of theſe, many Parts 


of our Function muſt wholly loſe their 


> Uſe and Value. 


ATLirs ſpent 1 in Piety and Vi will 
command ſome tolerable Degrees of Re- 
ſpect; but if we let go our Integrity, we 


quit our chief Support, and muſt fall and 


dtp of Conſequence. A Man that prac- 
tiſes what he teaches, will, in his publick 
and private Inſtructions, be heard with At- 
tention; and thoſe few among us, who en- 
joy great worldly Advantages, may poſſibly 
upon account of them, be entitled to a lit- 
tle Diſſimulation, and not hear the worſt 
of themſelves: But he who is deſtitute of 
this World's Good, and all ſpiritual Orna- 
ments beſides, will be ſure to be filled plen- 


ftttfully with the ſcornful Reproofs of the 
5 Wealthy, and with the 8 of : 
the g. 
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„„ 
80 ſtrongly does not only Chriſtianity, 


but a prudent and neceſſary Concern for our . 
own Credit and Reputation, and the Ho- 


nour of our Function engage us, my Bre- 
_ thren, to depart from Iniquity ; and this, 
from thoſe who, in high Stations, prefide 


over the Church of Chriſt, down to thoſe 
who ſerve in the meaneſt of its Offices. 

I cannoT but add here, what we al 
cannot but know, that the World at pre- 
ſent is diſpoſed to aſperſe our Characters at 


any Rate, with or without Reaſon, None 
of us eſcape Cenſure, even the moſt unex- 
ceptionable. We are attacked in a Body 
without Exemption ; we are repreſented 2 
the Enemies of our Religion as Hypocrites 
and Knaves by Profeſſion, and as if we 
could not be otherwiſe. There 18, it 1s 
certain, equal Malice, Injuſtice and Un- 
5 charitableneſs in this Charge; even allow- 
ing, that ſome among us (and where is the 
Wonder in fo numerous a Body?) may un- 
| happily have given Occaſion for theſe hard 
Sayings. But, upon this and all other Ac- 
counts, we ought to ſhew the World, by 
our Lives, that theſe poiſoned Shatts of our 
Enemies are only dipp'd in Gall and Ma- 
| lice; and that the Religion we profeſs is 
the Power of God unto Holineſs; not only 
as it more ſtrongly commands us, but ef- 
tectually enables us to be better Men than 


thoſe 


F 
thoſe who make us the ordinary Subject of 
their Scorn and Laughter. 
Ix is now near a Century ſince this fa- 
ſhionable Humour has mightily prevailed in 
the Nation. And therefore I cannot but 
beg Leave (tho' I ſhould wander a little 
from my Subject) to add a Word of En- 
couragement to you to go on to add to 
your Faith, and all other Chriſtian Graces, 
Knowledge; that we may in all Things be 
able to adorn and defend the Doctrine of 
God, our Saviour. It has been attacked 
from all Quarters and by all Arts. Heaven 
and Earth hath been ranſacked, Sea and 

Land compaſſed to furniſh out a Set of pal- 
try Objections againſt Chriſtianity, So that 
all the Helps of human Learning have ne- 


ceſſarily been called in to its Aid. And as : 


all of us have enjoyed the Advantages of a 
liberal Education, let us continually purſue 
them, and make the valuable Remains of 
Antiquity, in all the learned Languages, 
the modern Diſcoveries in Nature, and the 
Lectures of Philoſophy, Hand-maids to 
Religior, The Overflowings of Infidelity, 
and Vice, its genuine Offspring, are ſuffi- 
cient to make all good Men afraid, as they 
cannot but obſerve how the Infection ſpreads 
and taints even the Youth and Striplings of 


x the Age. Theſe are now often to be met 


with in Converſation. And tho' any Man 


„ 


( 1s] 


of common Senſe may know, from their 


idle Conduct in our Places of publick 


Education, that they cannot be overbur- 


thened with Learning or deep Proficients in 
Reaſoning; and from their Years, and 
want of Experience, that they cannot be 
ſuppoſed to underſtand what is good and 
fitting for human Society, or what not; 
yet even theſe have learned to break a rude. 


and ſenſeleſs Jeſt or two upon our holy 
Religion and its Teachers: Leflons which, 
no doubt, have been taught them by thoſe : 


' who fit, with more Majeſty, in the Seat of 
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the Scorner, and read grave Lectures upon 
the Incredibility of the Goſpel, and the 
Hypocriſy and Craftineſs of thoſe who 
preach it. When Things are come to this 
paſs, it is high Time for us to bethink our- 
ſelves, and to be ready to give an Anſwer 
to every Man who aſketh a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us. 


TIT would not, I think, become my Age 
to purſue theſe Reflections farther, ſenſible 


that I came here rather to receive Inſtruc- 
tions than to give them, and much better 
qualified for the former Duty than the latter. 
It lies more within my Province to embrace 
an Opportunity, which my Text naturally 


affords me, of expoſing and removing, in the 


ſecond Place, a Prejudice in the Minds of 
the Laity, Which not only affects our on 


Cha- | 


16 
Characters, but ſeems to have fatal influ» 
ences upon Chriſtianity itſelf, 
Tye Prejudice I mean, is, that the 
Generality of Men think us ied more 
ſtrongly and peculiarly, as Clergymen and 
the Teachers of Religion, to fulfil the Du- 
tes, and live up to the Rules of it, than 
they themſelves are or can be. A falſe 
Step in the Conduct of a Clergyman is 
cried out upon as a Prodigy in Nature, and 
as if all her Operations were in a total 
Diſorder. Nothing is ſuffered to be pleaded 
in Excuſe for it; not even Repentance and 
Reformation to make a ſufficient Atone= _ 
ment: When we fall, we fall, it ſeem, 
like apoſtate Angels, never to riſe again. 
But as to the Laity, they apprehend them- 
ſelves to be under no ſuch ſtrict Ties; at 
leaſt, not equal Ties with us. Vice, in 
= them, they think, is by far more excuſa- 
ble; as they do not pretend to teach, ex- 
hort and admoniſh Men, as we . 80 
that if they condeſcend to be religious, we, 
it ſhould ſeem, are highly obliged to them; 
and if they live wickedly, it is nothing 
Worſe than what e be e from ä 
tn., 3 
A Man, who lives in the World, and | 
ſees and hears what paſſes in the ordinary 
Converſation of it, cannot but be aware, 
that there is ſuch a Prejudice; and deeply 
35 rooted 


„ 
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' rooted too in the Minds of Men, and ten- 
derly cheriſhed and ſuccoured by thoſe who 
are Enemies to our Maſter and our Order, 
There is no Man can be more willing, than 
Jam, to acknowledge our ſolemn Obliga- 
tions to all the Duties of Chriſtianity and 
a holy Life: But J could never apprehend 
the Force of any Reaſons which would 
ſhew our Obligations to be fo much greater 
than thoſe of other Men, as the World 
ſuppoſes. And becauſe I am here to en- 
counter a common and favourite Prejudice, 
not much dwelt upon by others, and may 
be thought a Setter forth of ſtrange Docs 
trine, I ſhall beg Leave to ſift this Matter 


a little critically. 
Now, I preſume, as Chriſtians, we > Can- 


not be ſuppoſed to be under greater Obliga- 
tions, to live ſuitably to our Profeſſion, 
than other Men. We are all in Baptiſm 
equally dedicated to the Service of God, 

and the Precepts of Chriſtianity have a ge- 


neral Direction, and include all Men. And 
this is ſo true, that it would be no hard 


_ Taſk to ſhew, that all thoſe Rules of Beha- 
viour which are preſcribed to Clergymen in 
the Fpiſtles of Paul to Timothy and Titus, 


(ſo far as they do not relate to a particular 


Office in the Church) are in other Parts of 
Scripture preſcribed to all Chriſtians, and 
5 quay enforced upon them. 


| ST FRoM 
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From whence then can our peculiar 


Obligations ariſe? It will be ſaid immedi- 


_ ately, from our ſuperior Knowledge of our 
Duty. And here I will ingenuouſly own, 


that Knowledge does infer Obligations to 


act ſuitably to that Knowledge. But, ſurely, 


the Men of this wiſe and ſelf-ſufficient Ge- 
neration ſtrangely forget themſelves when 
they allow us a Title to ſuperior Knowledge. 


Ignorance, amongſt other Crimes, has been 


charged to our Account. But to oblige the 
World, and do ourſelves Juſtice, I ſhall 


admit, that Clergymen may not only be . 


ſuppoſed to have, but that they actually 
have a more perfect, exact and critical 
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, than 
other Men, But then, I hope, it will be 
owned with the Game Ingenuity on the 
other Side, that no Man of an ordinary 
Capacity, and common Apprehenſion, can 


be ſuppoſed ignorant (except in ſome nice 


and involved Caſes of Conſcience which ; 


ſeldom happen) of his Duty to God, his 
Neighbour, and himſelf: Eſpecially as theſe 


Things are fo eaſily knowable by the Light 
of Nature, joined with the plain and intel- 
ligible Precepts of the Goſpel, and by their 
being fo frequently, and, I will add, ſo 
| honeſtly explained to them by the Clergy of 


this Church. The Prieſt's Lips ſhould pre- 


ſerve Knowledge ; but Knowledge, con- 
veyed 
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veyed and communicated to others, becomes 
their Knowledge, and they are as much ac- 


cCountable for the Uſe of it, as if it were of 
their own acquiring. Under {0 many Helps 
and Means as we enjoy, no Man, in Mat- 
ters which neceſſarily concern his Salvation, 


can pretend Ignorance, nor therefore juſtly 
plead it, any more than we, in Excuſe for 
his F aults and Miſconduct. Let any Man 
make up an honeſt and impartial Account 


of his Life and Actions, and he will find 
the Number of his Sins, which he can 
fairly charge to direct Ignorance, to be very 
ſmall. Neither is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that Men who are fo quick-ſighted i in mark- 
ing our Conduct, and pointing our Miſcar- 


riages, can be ſo wretchedly blind, as they 
pretend, in the Compaſs and Extent of their 


own Duty. In a Word, God has beſtowed 
upon Men very different Capacities and Abt- 
lities, and in ſome Things may expect from 
them different Attainments proportionably 
but upon all, who can be allowed to be rea- 
ſonable Creatures, he has beſtowed Capacity 
enough to know him, and be convinced, 
that it is their Duty, as Chriſtians, to depart 


from Iniquity, to make their Calling and 


Election ſure, and to work out their o. n 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. So far 


BEL Subject led me to conſider, and fo far, 
n BIR | I 


[20] 

I am 888 my Arguments are conclu- 
IVE. 

g NEITHER can any Chriſtian plead, that 
he is leſs able than we to perform his Duty. 
For without God wwe can do nothing; it is he 
who worketh in us both to will and to do of 
bis good Pleaſure: In all Cafes his preventing 
and aſſiſting Grace is ſuflicient.for us; and 
in all Caſes without it, we are leſs than 
nothing. Now this Grace, or a Right to 
It, as far as the Purpoſes of a good Life are 
concerned, is allowed to be conveyed in 


Bap tiſm, of which all are Partakers: And 
in al particular Exigencies it ought to be 


called for, and may be obtained by diligent 
„ Prayer. on that, in this Reſpect alſo, every 


Chriſtian muſt niads lie, as he hath or may 


have the ſame Affiſtances, under the ſame 
Obligations. 
Iz, our greater Obligations ariſe not from = 
theſe Things; from whence elſe? From 
ſome ſpecial Vows and Promiſes, it may be 
ſaid, which we take upon ouriblies And 
it cannot be denied, that, as Clergymen, we 
do engage ourſelves to ſome particular Duties 
by folemn Promiſes, which may be found 
in the admirable Offices of ordering Biſhops, - 
Prieſts and Deacons. But then it ſeems 
highly reaſonable and neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
between Duties which are common to all 


Chriſtians, and Duties belonging to a par- 
ticular 


[a] 


ticular Station in the Church. We ſolemnly 
promiſe to be diligent in ſtudying the Word 
of God, and in preaching the ſame, or 
Doctrines agrecable thereto; to be diligent 
in Prayer and reading the Holy Scriptures, 
to baniſh all Error and ſtrange Doctrine out 
of our reſpective Cures; to adviſe and ex- 
hort publickly and privately the Sick and 
the Sound; to faſhion our Lives and Fami- 
lies after the Laws of Chriſt, and to pro- 
mote Peace and Love among Men. This 
is an Abridgment of our Duty, as far as it 
needs here to be taken notice of. In which, 
I think, it is eaſy to obſerve, tho Promiſes 
of this Nature are very properly and wiſely 
demanded of us, that there are ſome Parti- 
culars in them obligatory upon all Chriſtians, 
For Inſtance, the Care of that much- 
neglected Duty, Family-Religion, and of 
making and preſerving Peace among them 
ſelves, He muſt be a ſtrange Chriſtian, 
whether he formally promiſes theſe Things 
or not, that can think himſelf not bound 
ſtrictly to obſerve them. As to the other 
Particulars, I freely own, we are under 
ſtricter Ties, and that the Maintenance al- 
lotted us was ; deſigned, amongſt other Rea- 
ſons, for this very Purpoſe, that, being freed 
from the ſecular Cares and Buſineſs of Life, 
Ve might be enabled to give an uninterrupted : 
Attendance upon theſe Duties. But . 
then? 


[22] 


then? Is it. If true, that all theſe particu- 
lar Duties of our Station do imply, and ſup- 
poſe a reciprocal and correſpondent Set of 
Duties, equally obligatory upon all Chri— 
ſtians? becauſe our Order was not inſtituted 
for the Service of ourſelves only, but for the 
Benefit and Edification of Chriſtians in ge 
neral. We are ſuppoſed, except we will 
revert to the Errors of Popery, not to go 
alone, but to be attended in all the Works 
of our publick Miniſtry, If we wait at 
the Lord's Table, ready to diſpenſe the Sa- 
cramental Bread and Wine, can Chriſtians 
excuſe themſelves from receiving it? If we 
are obliged diligently and conſtantly to ſtudy 
the Uoly Scriptures, that out of them we 
may in publick preach ſound Doctrine, and, 
like {ſkilful Workmen, that need not be 
_ aſhamed, rightly divide the Word of Truth; 
is it not the Duty of our reſpective Flocks | 
_ diligently to hearken and obey ? Does not 
publick Prayer and publick Teaching ſup- 
poſe Chriſtians to be gathered together, con- 
ſtantly and ſeriouſly, at appointed Times, 


do reſort to the Places ſacred to God's Wor- 


ſhip, to bring there, Ears willing and atten- 
tive, Hearts flexible and well- diſpoſed, free 
from worldly Cares and vicious Prejudices ? | 


I our Lights ſhould ſhine before Men, and 


we ſare bound to be Patterns of good Works, 
way. is this fo ſtrictly enjoined us, and ſo 
greatly 


„„ 


greatly expected from us, if this be not the 
Reaſon, that others may trace and purſue 
our Footſteps, and fo take heed to their 
own Ways that they halt not? Be ye Fol- 
lowers of me as I am of Chriſt, it ſhould | 
be remembered, is an Apoſtolical Precept. 
This Way of arguing may be extended with 
_ Equal Force to the Duties of attending Sick- 
beds, and of adminiſtring private Counſel 


and Advice, and, indeed, to all the Branches 


of the paſtoral 0 harge: And ſo ſtrongly, 


that Chriſtians muſt either acknowledge 


themſelves to be under Obligations to cer- 
| tain Services, and to acquire certain Habits 
and Diſpoſitions of Mind and Affection, 
neceſſary to make our Labours in the World 8 


effectual, or they muſt hold our Office and 


Function to be an idle and uſeleſs Appoint- 
ment. Many Men, indeed, have the Face 
to ſay ſo; and they ſpeak in Character, 
For thoſe who call the Maſter of the Houſe 


: ] Beelzebub, cannot but abuſe and deſpiſe the 


| Servants of his Houſhold. But no Chri- 
ſtian, I am ſure, who will abide by his 
| own Principles, can pretend to ſupport or 
defend ſuch Sentiments. On the contrary, 
if he ſincerely wiſhes well to himſelf, and 
the Religion he profeſſes, he will eſtcem =: 
his Duty to go Hand in Hand with us in 
the ſeveral Branches of our Function. 
: Small, for ever ſmall, will be the Advances 


of 


[4] 
of Chriſtianity in the World, while Men 
account us bound by all the Ties of Duty 


and Conſcience to wait upon all the Ordi- 
' nances of Religion, and themſelves at Li- 


berty to neglect or attend them at their Diſ- 


cretion, and to make, as it is ſhamefully 


true, any frivolous Pretence an Excuſe for 


to doing. Wiſely and prudently do our 
temporal and ſpiritual Governors exact from 
Men, who are to fill publick Offices, ſo- 
t temn Oaths and Promiſes; but the Num- 
ber of Duties, incumbent on any Man, 
will not, I imagine, upon a fair Calculation, 


be Bund very unequal ; neither will our ſe. 


veral Obligations, where the Reaſon of 


Things and plain Precepts intervene, appear 
leſs to Men of honeſt Minds and good In- 


5 tentions. 


ANOTHER Thing 1 would * Leave to 
mention under this Head is, that if Clergy- 
men ſometimes fail in the Diſcharge of their 


Duty, they are as much entitled to Com- 


paſſion and Forgiveneſs from the World as 
other Men. And this, indeed, is a neceſ- 
--. ary Conſequence of what has been already 
advanced, For if our Obligations to Duty, 
in moſt Caſes at leaſt, are nearly equal, and 
our Aſſiſtances and Helps the ſame, what 
can any Chriſtian plead for himſelf, that 
will not be as reaſonable, and ought to be 


as available 1 in our Caſe? Are we not en- 
cumbered 
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cumbered with Fleſh and Blood, as well as 


other Men? Do not we, as they, find a 


Law in our Members warring againſt the 
Law of our Minds? Is not the Devil, and 
all the Power of the Enemy, as active and 
vigilant to tempt and betray us? And there- 
fore, in this Struggle, it we, like others, 
are ſometimes worſted, is it any Miracle? 


Surely, common Reaſon and common Juſ- 


| tice are here on our Side. For how hard 
and unequal is our Fate, who are made of 
the ſame Duſt, agitated and aſſaulted by 
the ſame Pafſions, if every unhappy Fail- 
ing in us is to leave an indelible Impreſſion 
upon our Characters, and at the ſame Time 
be tenderly and mercifully overlooked in 
other Men! I know the cruel and unchri- 
ſtian Delight which Men take in publiſhing | 
and magnifying each others Faults; but 
II- nature uſually diſplays her whole Art in 
: blazoning ours. And I muſt add, that this 
Temper is moſt obſervable | in thoſe of our 
_ own Communion. I preſume, I may ven- 


ture to ſay, without Offence, that the 


| Paſtors of other Churches are Men, and 
encompaſſed with Infirmities, and may 
ſometimes poſſibly fall. But ſeldom are 
ſuch Incidents publiſhed to the World. 
While we are loud in our Cenſures, and 
ſeem to relieve ourſelves of a Burden by 


venting them, the Piety or Prudence of 
D bg others 
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others diſpoſes them to draw a Veil over the _ 
Vices and Follies of their Teachers, and to 


go backwards and cover their Nakednefs, 
Trey, who are real Friends to the 


Church of England, ſhould condeſcend in 
this Caſe to be taught by her Enemies, and 


learn to be more tender of the Characters 
of her Miniſters. No Man, Prieſt or Lay- 
man, in any Habit of any Colour, can live 


I a. continued wicked Courſe, bat he od 
| ſerves highly to be deteſted by God and the 
World. But it will appear fometimes in 


all Men, that they are frail and mortal; 


and if the fatal Bias, hung upon human 


Nature, ſhould, in fore: unguarded Mo- 


ments, draw us afide from the Path of 
Duty, let not this at once deſtroy our whole 


Credit, ruin the Authority of our Doctrines, 


and the whole Uſe and Benefit of our Mi- : 

niſtry. However, whether I can prevail 

ſo far or not, let no Man, with great In- 
juſtice and Partiality, judge us by a Rule 
to which he will not ſubmit the Trial and 


Examination of his own Life and Actions. 


AN p, laſtly, before 1 quit this Subject, 1 Te 
would beg to be heard in a few Words, 
With all poſſible Submiſſion, by the mighty 8 
Men of Reaſon of this Age; by thoſe who 
maintain the Doctrines of Chriſtianity to 
be incredible, and the whole Syſtem of it 
uſeleſs. In theſe Mens Eyes a Chriſtian 


Frieſt 


= 
77 


W 


Prieſt muſt a be a deſpicable Seer 
no Wonder therefore if they buffet our Re- 


putations and magnify our Miſcarriages 


with a peculiar Malice. Will theſe Men 
of Reaſon hear Reaſon and abide by it? 
II they will, I would adviſe them to con- 
ſider what a weighty Taſk even natural 
Religion, by their own Confeſſion, lays 


upon them. Every moral Duty is a Branch 


of the Religion of Nature: Do they live 
; uniformly and conſtantly in the Practice 
of it? If they do not, what can they 
plead but human Infirmity, and ſuch ſort 
of Excuſes as they will not admit in us. 5 
If they ſay God has made our Duty im 
practicable without ſupernatural Aﬀiſiances, WR 
- why then do they think it unreaſonable. 
that God ſhould afford them; and why 
make a Jeſt of chriſtian Grace, offered 
and conveyed in and thro' the Goſpel ? 
If they hope that God, of his infinite 
' Mercies, will pardon the Tranſgreſſions 
of his Creatures; why ſhould it ſeem a 
Thing incredible with them, that God 
ſhould declare ſo by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſpecify the Terms and Conditions of 
that Pardon? But this is only an inciden- 
tal Reflection, which might, however, de- 


ſerve to be enlarged on, were it not hefide 


5 my preſent Purpoſe. All I would now _ 
deſire of them is, that mey would compare 
2 their 


their own Lives with their own Rule; 
and, if they are in earneſt, and have any 
Religion at all, learn and acknowledge, 
that Candour kd Charity are due to Chri- 
ſtian Prieſts as well as to other Men. 


I Have now done, and hope that 
nothing advanced by me will give Offence 


to any good Man, or, impartially conſi- 


dered, not be found agrecable to ſound 
Doctrine, and ſo have a Chance to pleaſe 
all. The Laity, ſurely, will not be of- 


fended. They know it is my Duty, upon 


this and al other Occaſions, to ſpeak boldly, 
to rebuke Vice, correct Error. to exhort 
and perſuade Men, and enforce the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Chriſtianity. And 
for their own ſakes, and the fake of that 
Maſter whom I ferve. J could not but 


_ endeavour to prevent their being any longer 


miſguided by ſuch an unreaſonable Preju- 
dice, as to think Chriſtianity to them only 
an indifferent Conſideration, to be jeſted 
and played with, embraced or rejected, 
5 juft as Humour, Inclination and Conve- 


nience invited 1 diſpoſed them. No: 


The ſeveral Duties of it ought to be habi- 
5 tually before every Man's Eyes, and attend 
him in his wordly Bufineſs and Amuſe- 
ments; and he ought to be told, and ac- 
knowledge, that his Obligations to dif- 
charge them are Indiſpeniable, and never 
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imagine, that we 5 7 are concerned to 
walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith | 
we are called. 


My Brethren of the Clergy cannot, T | 


hope, be offended. I am as ready, as the 
graveſt and ſevereſt, to own the Duty and 
Neceſſity of watching every Step of our 

oven Conduct; our Obligations to ſtudy 


and labour in the Holy Scriptures, to 


defend, protect, aſſiſt, perſuade and admo- 


niſh our reſpective Flocks: ] have endea- 


vour'd only to ſtate comparatively our Obli- 
gations to Holineſs of Life with thoſe of 
other Men, and to beſpeak the Candour 
and Juſtice of a prejudiced World in our 
Favour, that in the ſame Circumſtances _ 
we may be intitled to the ſame chriſtian 


and good-natur'd Allowances which they — 
claim themſelves. 


IN a Word, the Cauſe of Religion is not 


the Cauſe of us only, but of the good 
Magiſtrate, of all who fill high Stations, 
and of every one who nameth the Name 
of Chriſt, and profeſſeth himſelf to be his 
Diſciple. And if the real Friends of it, 

in every Station of Life, would, inſtead ok 
diſputing upon whom lie the greateſt Obli- 

gations, ſtudy, as far as their Obligations 
reach, whether equal or unequal, to adorn 
and protect it, its Progreſs thro' the Land 
79 would be quick and irreſiſtible: : Infidelity 


would 


K 30 


would ſculk away and hide herſelf in Dark 


neſs, and not dare to ſhew her impudent 


Forchead in broad Day-light; and our | 


Vices and Errors would ſoon and ſpeedily 


give Way to Truth and Virtne. Such 
would be the natural and unavoidable Effet 


of a general Conſpiration in it, but this is 
too much to be hoped for as long as this 
great Work 1s left in our Hands only. For 
J muſt fay it, there are Men in the World 
who can more effectually accompliſh a Re- 
formation of Manners than we. There 


are thoſe, whoſe Influence and Example 
extends further, who have it in their Power, 
by a Nod and a Look, to daſh Vice out of 


Countenance, and to bring Virtue into 


Faſhion and Eſteem; whilſt our Influence 


is neceſſarily confined to act within a nar- 


rower Sphere. For notwithſtanding the 


ſenſeleſs Clamour, which has been propa- 
| gated from Age to Age, of the Power and 
| Riches of the Clergy, the Figure moſt of 


us are able to make in the World is mean 


and low in Compariſon with that of others. 


And while Men are governed by outward 


Appearances, as they have hitherto been, 


dur Influence muſt be in Proportion ſmaller, 


and the Wiſdom of ſuch poor Men will 


always be deſpiſed. 


Bu let us, my Reethren: endeavour to 
ſupply our Deficiencies | in outward Advan- 


tages, 


r 
. 


1 


tages, by acquiring inward and ſpiritual 
Ornaments, that they who ſeek Occaſion 


to ſpeak Evil of us, may daily find leſs 
and leſs Occaſion to do it. I have not de- 
ſigned, in this Diſcourſe, to leſſen one 
Obligation on our Parts to Religion, but to 

ſettle the true Meaſure of every Chriſtian's | 


Duty in this common Cauſe, in which 
there is no ſuch great Diſproportion as the 


World uſually imagines. While we alone 
ſtand up, I fear, the Plague of Vice and 


Infidelity will never be e But let not 
this diſcourage us. Let us deſerve Succeſs, 


if we cannot command it. If, as Dine ; 
lay, and ſeem delighted to fay, our Obli- 
gations are double, and our Damnation, if 
we diſcharge them not, is two-fold: Let 


however, be permitted to recal this 


e Reflection on the other Hand, 
that our Reward, if we do diſcharge them, 5 


muſt, for the very ſame Reaſons, be al- 


lowed to excel, and to be excceding g great 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. And God 
grant, for the ſake of other Men, and for 
our own ſakes, that they (as the Apoſtle 
often exhorts Chriſtians) may rather be diſ- 
_ poſed to pray for the Miniſters of Chriſt 
than to aſperſe them, and not fo buſily to 
watch our Steps as to be entirely heedleſs 


of their own Goings: Knowing, that 


whatever Inequalities or Differences there 


may 


0 * 


be in our ſeveral Obligations to Reli- 
n at preſent, or in our future Allotments, 
mt Wilt be more tolerable in the Day of 
= Judgment for thoſe who know not God, 
on and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent, a 
ES or for any of us who name his Name, 
depart not from Iniquity. e 
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